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Preparing the next generation in all ways

William Magee

what they are, you
are responsible for
A childhood friend of mine sent
you.
me a picture yesterday that I didn’t
You’ll also be
even know existed. It is a picture of
held accountable
me and several other kids and
for why you didn’t
teachers, gathered up in front of
take your children
Centerville Baptist Church, in the
to church and have
Lexie community. We were getting
ready to enter the church, to start a them involved in
Christian activimorning of Vacation Bible School.
ties.
Me and my buddy, Martin, are
A lot of you are
easy to make out, the others we
reading this and
aren’t so sure of. We estimate this
it’s going in one
picture was taken either 1964 or
ear and out the
1965. If you recognize any of the
others, please E-mail me and let me other. You don’t
want to change
know.
because really and
Vacation Bible School is just as
truly, you don’t
important today as it was back
believe any of this.
then. Most churches have a
Let me tell you a
Vacation Bible School for children,
secret, something
during the summer, and I would
you probably don’t
encourage you to make sure your
know. The biggest
children attend.
trick the Devil has
Circa 1964 Vacation Bible School picture,
Preparing the next generation
played
Centerville Baptist Church.
We’ve talked, in past
on
articles, about how
catch crappie, but in a situation like
mankind, after the
important it is for us to
this, you never know what you
Garden of Eden, is to
teach our children how
might hang into. I always use
convince man that the
to hunt, fish, build a fire
medium to heavy, rods and reels,
Devil doesn’t exist and
and basically survive in
when doing this type fishing. A big
there is no Hell!
different situations
catfish can tear up a small rod and
Therefore, why should
under difficult circumreel.
we worry about it or try
stances. This is, withIt’s going to be hot out there,
to teach our children
out a doubt, very imporremember to take plenty of water,
about God. People, you
tant because this can be
sunscreen and a good straw hat.
had better wake up!
very critical informaHurricane season
If you really love your
tion, if needed.
Something else, we’ve touched on
children, get up this
We do this because we
By Dan Ginn
before and I’ve been wanting to
Sunday, get everybody
love our children and
mention again. We have officially
ready and take them to
grandchildren and want
slid off into “Hurricane Season”.
Church, you can’t afford
them to be able to make the right
Most people don’t think about this,
not to.
decisions as they go through life.
like precautions or preparedness,
Fishing reports
This also applies to making sure
until a storm gets into the Gulf.
I’ve received some more fishing
they have a stable Christian backAfter we endured Katrina, it was
reports in the past couple of days
ground. What better preparedness
obvious to me, electricity is very
and it seems that, just about everyfor life than being grounded in
important. Some of the best money
one that’s been fishing, has caught
God’s word.
we’ve spent, is investing in a total
some. One guy said the fishing is
You can’t give your child a better
home generator.
as good right now as he has seen it,
gift or do anything more important
We bought a Generac, had it for
this year.
for them, than taking them to
several years, and it has worked
I’ve heard of many people going
Church and being a Christian
great. Didn’t realize it at the time,
over to the Mississippi River and
example to them. Laying out a
but if your electricity goes off much,
fishing the backwaters. I’ve done
pathway to accepting God and
due to regular thunderstorms or
Jesus as their personal Savoir, with this before, and it can be very prowind, you’ll use it a lot more than
ductive. The river is very high,
the result being, going to Heaven,
you think.
right now, and you can find places
should be first and foremost to
It has automatic switches, the
to fish, just about anywhere.
every parent.
power goes off, the generator starts
Having said this, I feel there is
No – this is not a religious colup and the lights come back on,
something I do need to mention.
umn and I’m not promoting any
takes about three seconds. Our
All this flooding and backwater
church or religion. The last time I
generator runs on propane, which
has the swamp critters on the
heard there were 33 churches in
can be stored indefinitely. We’ve
move, floodwaters will drive them
Walthall County, I’m sure you can
got it hooked up to a 500-gallon
out towards dry land.
find one that’s right for you and
tank, which will run it for a long
Be very careful about snakes, cotyour family.
time.
tonmouths love to climb up into
I know, having been a church
This is like anything else, if it
member all my life, I’ve heard every trees and bushes, during high
works, I’ll tell you, or not. I would
water. Watch out for alligators,
excuse from people, that can be
highly recommend, to anyone, to get
they will cruise shallow water lookthought up, as why not to attend
one of these. If you have any quesing for a meal. Don’t let your pets
church.
tions, I’ll be glad to talk to you
or small children play in it.
Those people, down there at that
about it.
During this time of the year, try
church, are no better than me, or,
Hopefully, we won’t have a hurriusing minnows for bait, in backwathey’re all just a bunch of hypcane this summer, but if we do, this
ter. You stand a chance of catching
ocrites.
will be just one thing we won’t have
anything from crappie to catfish
Here’s the bottom line, ladies and
to worry about.
and everything in between.
gent’s, you are not going to be held
Enjoy the Outdoors
You don’t need heavy tackle to
accountable for who they are or
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Our
Outdoors

Park observes 6th
birthday July 4
Percy Charles Park observes its 6th birthday with a
July 4 celebration and a special noon tribute to honor
the park’s namesake, U.S. Army veteran Percy
Charles, according to a Times advertisement.
The Christian community development park welcomes vendors. Call to reserve space at 601-303-9418
or 601-876-5070. Percy Charles Park welcomes vendors. A playground for kids is available, sno-balls, picnic facilities, a restroom, plenty of shade and a
kitchen-equipped building, ideal for reunions and special events, is on the premises, located at 15 Peter
Road.
If you plan to attend the July 4 celebration, RSVP
via text to 601-303-9418.

It’s time for the June
Dairy Month Give-Away...
Listen for dairy trivia and the “Mooooo”
for your chance to win. You could be the
winner of an assortment of
Dairy Month goodies.
Giveaway will be
June 20, 22, 23, 2019 &
June 28, 29, 30, 2019
Be listening for your chance to win
a prize pack on

Tools stolen, mailboxes
damaged says sheriff
Vandals, malicious mischief and the theft of several
tools from a shed top sheriff’s incident reports this
week.
Kathy Doyle, 148 Dee Toney Road, Jayess, reported
an incident of malicious mischief. Someone had broken
windows.
Mary Lee Gatlin, 48 Obed Magee Road, reported her
mailbox was damaged by vandals. She told the sheriff’s
office that three or four other mailboxes in the vicinity
of her home suffered a similar fate by vandals.
James M. Magee, 251 Pushapatapa Road, reported a
tool shed on his property was entered and several items
were taken including an air compressor, two Stihl weed
trimmers, two Stihl chain saws, a Troy Bilt pressure
washer, a Troy Bilt tiller and a welding machine.

June
Dairy Month
Give-Away!
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Funeral services for William Lawrence
“Hay Baler” Magee, 89, of Tylertown,
were June 4, 2019, at Hartman-Hughes
Funeral Home with Dr. Bill Lacy officiating, burial at Crystal Springs
Cemetery in Dexter.
Magee died at his residence in
Tylertown June 2, 2019. He was born
Feb. 26, 1930, in Tylertown, to the late (Photo submitted)
Vivian and Otis Magee. He was also preceded in death by his brother Kenneth Magee, and
three sisters Nell Magee, Faye Bailey, and Sara
Magee.
Magee was a member of Crystal Springs Baptist
Church, 3rd District Fire Dept., the American Dairy
Association of Mississippi and was on the Board of
Directors for Farm Bureau. He received
Outstanding Young Farmer of Walthall
County in 1964, Outstanding Farm Family
in 1966, and Outstanding Grain Farmer in
1974. He served in the Navy during the
Korean War. William was an avid hunter,
sportsman, and loved Dexter football and softball.
Survivors include his wife of 68 years Mary Magee,
his son Perry Magee, his two daughters Peggy (Eddie)
Bates, and Polly (Arlen) Patten; granddaughters,
Brooke Crawford, Lauren (Sparks) Wilson, Kimberly
Patten, and Amber (Richard) Butler; grandson Steven
(Deidre) Patten; great grandsons Brady Crawford, S.J.
Wilson, Hank Wilson, Colt Wilson, Lane Patten, and
John Butler; great granddaughters Sadie Wilson, Lily
Patten, Isabella Leggett, and Madalynn Leggett; and
two sisters Mary-Ruth Lacy and JoAnn Bommer.
Pallbearers were Jimmy Lowery, Bill Pigott, Doug
Popwell, Dana Sumrall, Jessie Pigott, and Bruce
Knippers.
Honorary pallbearers were Tim Magee, Ken Magee,
Mike Pittman, Bill Pittman, Ed Bommer, and Kenneth
Johnson.
Hartman Hughes Funeral Home was in charge of the
arrangements. Family and friends may sign an online
guestbook at hartmanhughesfuneralhome.com

Willie Dean Harvey

June 25, 1943 – May 3, 2019

Willie Dean Harvey of Sandy Hook
died May 3, 2019, at her residence, following a lengthy illness. She was born
June 25, 1943 in Walthall County to the
late Silas Anderson and Oneida
Fortenberry.
A celebration of Mrs. Harvey's life was
May 11, 2019, at 2nd Mt. Bethel MB
Church, Sandy Hook, with Rev. Curtis
(Photo submitted)
Keys officiating, interment in 2nd Mt.
Bethel Church Cemetery.
Mrs. Harvey retired from the Walthall Public School
Systems and was a licensed beautician. She was a member of 2nd Mt. Bethel MB Church where she served as
choir president, mission president, women president,
Sunday School teacher, finance and kitchen committee.
She leaves behind two daughters: Bobbie Taylor and
Carla Young; two sons: Terence (Pat) Harvey and Tony
Harvey. She also raised Dorothy Fortenberry; four sisters, Emma Sibley, Brenda (Lionelle) Roberts, Virginia
(Andrew) Sigur, Gloria Anderson, and Dora (Lonnie)
Reunnells; five brothers: Pastor Larry Anderson, Silas
Anderson, Greg (Carolyn) Anderson, Jackie Mayfield
and George Adams; seven grandchildren, six great
grandchildren and one great great grandchildren; two
brothers-in-law, Johnie (Mary) Bullock and Shelly
Haynes; two sisters-in-law: Jacqueline Magee and
Nancy Mark; best friend, Joe Faye Warren.
She was preceded in death by her husband, R. S.
Harvey; three children: Rocharles, Barbara Ann and
Michel; two sisters, Faye Sartin and Betty Adams; two
brothers, R. C. Mark, and Floyd Anderson; two children
she also raised, Helen and Roscoe.
Craft-Ginn Funeral Chapel was in charge of the
arrangements. Friends may offer online condolences at
www.craftfuneralhome.com

Jerry Craft-Stewart

Feb. 14, 1942 – May 20, 2019

Jerry "Geraldine" D. Craft-Stewart,
77, died May 20, 2019, at her residence
in Pontiac, Mich. Born Feb. 14, 1942,
she was the daughter of the late Willie
and Alneder Craft. She attended Hope
Vocational School and later attended
J.J. Gulledge High in Tylertown. She
accepted Christ at an early age at West
Sunny Hill Missionary Baptist Church. (Photo submitted)
She was joined in holy matrimony to
Bobby Stewart and they later moved to Pontiac, Mich.
Mrs. Craft-Stewart joined Hopewell Missionart
Baptist Church where she served as missionary worker until her health started to fail. She also volunteered at the Pontiac Lighthouse and was employed
for 18 years.
Survivors are four children, Willie (Kessia) Stewart,
Robert Stewart, both of Pontiac, Mich., LaRobtte
Stewart (grandson that she raised); 13 grandchildren;
15 great grandchildren; two sisters, Oneder Simmons
and Cynthia Craft; special friends, Mary Pryor and
Ivy Stirling; special sisters-in-law, Mildred “Peaches”
Craft, Imogene Craft and Evelyn Robertson; special
cousing, Mattie Bridges.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband, Bobby Stewart; siblings, Lester
Craft, Willie Earl Craft, Jimmie Craft Sr., Johnnie B.
Craft and James Matthew Craft.
A service was June 5, 2019, at Washington Funeral
Home with interment in the West Sunny Hill Church
Cemetery.
Pallbearers were Robert Brent, Roland Brent,
Jayson Jefferson, Greg Craft, Keith Holmes and
Jermaine Simmons.
Honorary pallbearers were Willie Stewart, Robert
Stewart, Orlando Stewart, Donovan Paterson,
Larobtte Stewart and Darrell Simmons.
Washington Funeral Home was in charge of the
arrangements.
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