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Spring time a great time to take kids camping
I had good intentions of mentioning the Kids Fishing Rodeo at Lake
Walthall in one of my past articles,
but forgot. It has been advertised in
other parts of the paper, in several
past issues, and I hope a lot of parents took their children.
This was a great opportunity to
introduce young sportsmen to the
fun of fishing. I wanted to attend
the Rodeo, interview some of the
contestants and take some pictures.
Due to prior commitments, we were
somewhere else more important, my
granddaughter’s first birthday party.
We don’t know about her yet, but I
can already tell, our grandson is
going to be a fisherman.
It’s been amazing to me, as I’ve
gotten into writing this column, how
little, so many young people and
kids, know about the outdoors. It
really bothers me. I’m a firm believer that people need to be able to take
care of themselves and be self-sufficient, if ever they need to be.
Let me make a suggestion. Spring
time is a perfect time of the year to
take your kids camping.
This is something we did a lot of,
as kids growing up. We’d go to the
river, put out a couple of trotlines,
take a skillet, some grease and cornmeal, a loaf of bread and a bottle of
ketchup.
You can do the same. The first
thing you need to do is find someone
who owns a sandbar on the river or
creek and get permission to camp on
it.
One or two nights is usually
enough, and you can teach your kids
so much. These are things that they
all need to know how to do, they
may never use them as adults, but
who knows.
Things like how to build a fire,
how to stretch a trotline, how to
catch bait out of the river to put on
the trotline and how to clean and
cook the fish they catch. They won’t
have any trouble eating them.
Some of the best bait to put on a
trotline, for catfish, is the spottail
shiner that lives in the river and
creek. This is a minnow that grows
to about 3 to 4 inches long and has a
dark spot on his tail area. They can
be caught by either seining or running white sack traps.
I don’t have enough room, in this
article, to explain how to do this, if
you don’t know, feel free to call me.
I was blessed with knowing and
being friends with one of the
smartest people I ever met, Roy
Estess.
After his retirement, he and his
wife built a camp on the river, just
north of our place. He was head of
the Stennis Space Center at one
time.
Roy was one of the most interesting people to talk to, that I’ve ever
known. He knew so much about so
many different things, but when he
found out that you knew something
he didn’t, he had to know.
He and I had a one- or two-hour
conversation, one afternoon, on spottail shiners and how to catch them.
What was amazing to me, was that I

knew something he didn’t. He knew
where you are looking.
how to send a spaceship to the moon
The slingshot I grew up shooting,
and back, but you would have
was a Sling Bow. This was the
thought the spottail shiner was just
brand name of it, nothing fancy,
as important. We miss him.
used surgical tubing as the rubber
Back to the camping trip. Teach
bands on it. Mine got broke by
the kids how to bait the trotlines
someone who wanted to shoot it,
and then run them a couple of times
that didn’t know what he was doing,
during the night. Everyone needs to my mistake.
be wearing a life preserver, if you
As far as I was concerned, this
are in a boat, on the water, in the
was the best slingshot ever made, of
dark.
course it’s not made anymore.
You can also fish off the sandbar
I was able to find one on E-Bay,
with rod and reels during down
had to pay for it, but I got it. I
time. Other bait works good here,
couldn’t believe I was that lucky,
such as liver or worms.
especially a new one still in the box.
How many of you know or have
It’s been put up, for the time
ever even heard of mud
being, waiting on my
worms or blue worms,
grandson to get old
different names, same
enough to start shooting
worm. These worms live
it and be responsible
in the sandy-mud creeks
enough to know what
along the river swamps
not to shoot.
These worms are some
As I told the father,
of the best catfish bait
they are cheap to shoot,
you can get. The only
small rocks are free.
way to get them is to dig
When I was around
them with a four-pronged
ten years old, I saw Mr.
rake. These worms are a
Tommy Rushing put on
light blue in color, and
a shooting exhibition.
about as big around as
He was flipping small
your finger or thumb.
pieces of pea gravel into
By Dan Ginn
They can grow to 12 to 18
the air and shooting
inches in length and are
them with a .22 rifle. At
full of blood.
this point in my life, this was the
You should have heard the conver- most amazing thing I had ever seen.
sation I had with a Biology Professor What was even more amazing was
over at U.S.M., many years ago,
that he was not even aiming the
about them. This was after I had
rifle, he was doing it offhand. I had
told him that the Ivory Billed
to learn how to do this.
Woodpecker was alive and well and
I started off by throwing tin cans
living in the swamps of Bogue Chitto up and shooting at them with my
River. Turned out what I had seen
slingshot. After a lot of practice and
was a Pleleated Woodpecker, if you
shooting, I got to where I hit more
are unfamiliar with these, look them than I missed.
up, you’ll learn something.
Let me make another suggestion
Anyway, I had to dig some mud
to all you parents or grandparents,
worms and take to the good profespull up Herb Parsons, The Showman
sor before he believed me.
Shooter on the internet and let your
The reason I said earlier, now is a
kids see it. He was another one of
good time to take the kids camping,
my childhood idols. The first time I
is because it’s still cold at night.
ever saw him was on the Wonderful
That means that the temp is below
World of Disney, simply amazing.
50 degrees, not many snakes and
Two more tips for our young
mosquitoes are out and active.
turkey hunters and then I’m going to
If you don’t know what you are
cut you loose
doing, don’t go on the river at night,
Tip one – if you hunt in areas
during the heat of the summer. The
where the mosquitoes are terrible,
river comes alive with snakes and
and I mean really bad, get yourself a
the mosquitoes will literally tote you Thermacell, they work.
off.
Tip two – to be a good turkey
Had a parent ask me, couple of
hunter you must have patience.
days back, about the articles on wing Remember, turkeys don’t wear
shooting. Said he didn’t have the
watches and have nowhere to be at
time or resources to take his kid to a any certain time. Just because a
skeet range every weekend but
gobbler doesn’t come running as
wanted to help him with his shootsoon as you call, doesn’t mean that
ing ability.
he isn’t there or is not going to evenSeems the boy had shot two boxes
tually show up.
of shells, opening day of last dove
Whenever you have set up, called
season, and never hit one. I agreed,
and waited, and nothing has hapthis can be discouraging to a new
pened, it is easy to give up and
hunter and cause them to lose interleave. Try giving yourself another
est.
15 or 20 minutes, you’ll kill more
I told him there was something he
birds.
could do, and it’s very simple and
I’m still working on my report
inexpensive. He should buy his
about the low turkey numbers in our
child a slingshot.
area. I ‘m collecting data, interviewLearning how to shoot a slingshot
ing people and doing more research.
can help develop his eye-hand coorAs soon as I have all my info togethdination. There are no sights on a
er – you’ll know.
slingshot, it is purely, shooting
Enjoy the Outdoors
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THE PASSING TIMES
40 years ago...

Virginia C. Jones became
the first female jury commissioner for Walthall
County and one of the few
females serving in that
post in the state. She
replaced her husband,
Robert Jones, who was
appointed to replace Bruce
Guy, one of the original
jury commissioners
appointed Jan. 1, 1975.
Circuit judge Joe N. Pigott
said the new system for
selecting potential jurors
was initiated in 1975.

made for war veterans of
the county through the
Mississippi Veterans Farm
& Home Board, said
County Agent Ansel
Estess. The state agency
provided assistance to veterans who do not own real
estate in purchasing small
farms or homes not exceeding $4000 in value.

80 years ago...

Ed Magee announced the
closing of his cash grocery,
and that he had accepted a
position in the grocery
department of The
Lampton Bros. Co.

90 years ago...

Chamber of Commerce
president, J.C. Rimes,
announced committee
appointments. Dr. A.B.
Harvey suggested the body
make an effort to assist residents on the Sartinville
and Enon highways in getting party line telephone
service.

Picture from the Past

70 years ago...

A total of 21 farm and
home purchases had been

55. Heavenly headwear
56. Liberate
60. Indignation
63. Transmit
65. Pretty good (2 wds.)
66. Make holy
69. Hooligan
70. Church leader
71. Till bills
72. Unaccompanied
73. Relaxes
74. Squeaks by
75. Periods in history
Down
1. Homer Simpson's
wife
2. Zodiac ram
3. Restrict
4. Girls
5. Shade tree
6. Also
7. Tentacles
8. Rest
9. In ____ (late with
payment)
10. Sheep's cry
11. "Dear ____"
12. Ceramic piece
13. Biblical garden

*C.R.P. Pine Plantation Thinning*

Charles Donald Timber Co.
Logs

Pulpwood

Office
P.O. Box 1271
Summit, MS 39666
(601) 276-2092

Monty E. Sanders,
Forester
(601) 835-8609 (Mobile)
(601) 886-3322 (Home)

Introducing...

Candidates for 2019

The candidates listed in this column have authorized The Tylertown Times
to announce their candidacies for the offices in the election this year.
This listing is not necessarily a complete listing of all qualified candidates.

Sheriff

• Kyle Breland (D)
(Incumbent)

Supervisors
Second District

•Tommy Myers (D)
Third District

•Doug Popwell (D)

•Bruce Stogner (D)
•Danny Stogner (D)
Fourth District

•Terry Reid (D)
Fifth District

•Clennel Brown (D)
(Incumbent)

Justice
Court Judge
A familiar old Beulah Avenue residence changed hands when Mesa Enterprises donated the building to New Bethel Jesus Name Church. Church pastor Rev. Carl Martin,
right, accepted the key to the building from Charles Magee, president of Mesa
Enterprises. Magee acquired the property in a developoment project planned next to
the Walthall County Co-Op building. Rev. Martin said church members planned to
move the house. (The Tylertown Times, Jan.23, 1969)

Poles

Quality Pine Plantation Thinning Operations
Show-Me Trips Available

•Tim Leggett (D)

Beulah Avenue residence changes hands

19. Prayer's end
21. Aid
25. Intersection sign
27. Back of the neck
30. Lass
31. Albany's canal
32. Faction
33. Peru's capital
34. Wrinkle remover
35. Opera singer
37. Family mem.
40. Sorrowful sound
42. "Moonstruck"
actress
43. Pain
46. Blackboard wipers
48. Horseback game
51. Baldwin or Guinness
52. Actress Marilyn
____
54. Decide
57. Despise
58. Finnish bath
59. Borders
60. Bakery employee
61. ____ model
62. Stops
64. Clammy
67. Immovable
68. Golf peg
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(Incumbent)

60 years ago...

Four teen-age boys, ages
11-18, were placed on 12
months probation and
placed in custody of their
parents following their plea
of guilty to breaking and
entering the school. They
had entered the school on
two different occasions to
take about $57 in cash and
a number of lunchroom
tickets.

Across
1. Shopping center
5. "A ____ Is Born"
9. Ease up
14. Opera song
15. Time past
16. Fanatical
17. Edges
18. Similar
20. Female Japanese
entertainer
22. Indefinite number
23. Desire
24. Regards highly
26. Penn or Connery
28. Vegas machine
29. Infuriates
33. Jar top
36. Experts
38. Church tower
39. Spring bloom
41. Heroic tales
44. Clapton or Idle
45. "Brokeback
Mountain", e.g.
47. Boutique
49. Rent
50. "Is no meal" for
"semolina", e.g.
53. God of love

•Larry Montgomery (D)

The Gulledge basketball
teams defeated Booker T.
Washington and split a
twin bill with Crystal
Springs in games played.
The Hawks extended their
winning record to 13-3 in
their 97-69 win over
Booker T. Washington. The
girls won by a more modest
margin of 41-37.
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First District

50 years ago...

•

Second District

•Ryan Bruhl (D)
(Incumbent)

Chancery Clerk

• Janine J. Forbes (D)
• Shannon Fortinberry (D)
• Cindy Crain Ginn (D)
• Ruthie Lewis-Long (D)

Tax Assessor/
Collector

•Peggy Dillon-Hilburn (D)
(Incumbent)

State
Representative
•Bill Pigott (R)
(Incumbent)

Senate
District 39
•Sally Doty (R)
(Incumbent)

Circuit Clerk

• Shannon Hartzog (D)

For information on how to list your name in the
political column, please call 601-876-5111.

